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reform. He was, however, unable to secure its passage. Other
proposals for parliamentary reform were introduced from
time to time. Charles James Fox was a persistent and per-
suasive advocate of reform, and it is worth quoting some
extracts from a speech of his, delivered in the House of
Commons in 1797 in support of Charles (later Lord) Grey's
motion for reform.
The House of Commons should not only be, but appear
to be, the representatives of the people; the system should
satisfy the prejudices and the pride, as well as the reason
of the people; and you never can expect to give the just
impression which a House of Commons ought to make on
the people, until you derive it unequivocally from them.
... The whole of this system, as it is now carried on, is as
outrageous to morality, as it is pernicious to just govern-
ment; it gives a scandal to our character, which not merely
degrades the House of Commons in the eyes of the people;
it does more, it undermines the very principles of integrity
in their hearts, and gives a fashion to dishonesty and im-
posture. . . . The system that encourages so much vice
ought to be put an end to; and it is no argument that^ be-
cause it lasted a long time without mischief, it ought now to
be continued, when it is found to be pernicious.7
The French Revolution had the eifect of postponing
parliamentary reform in England for a generation, but a hand-
ful of men kept the cause alive and in 1832 Lord Grey was
able to secure the passage of the first Reform Bill.
Whereas it is expedient [declared the Preamble to the Act]
to take effectual Measures for correcting divers Abuses
that have long prevailed in the Choice of Members to
serve in the Commons House of Parliament, to deprive
many inconsiderable Places of the Right of returning Mem-
bers, to grant such Privilege to large, populous, and wealthy
Towns, to increase the Number of Knights of the Shire,
to extend the Elective Franchise to many of His Majesty's
7 Ibid., Vol. 33, Cols. 719, 721.